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Math has helped to make the great advances in science and technology possible. In addition, it has become very important to 
many fields as diverse as psychology, economics, medicine, linguistics, and even history. The goal of this course is to give you a 
broader view of mathematics by introducing you to some of these different areas. This course will be different than most of the 
other courses you have taken in mathematics 
 
The focus will be on developing your ability to think mathematically and to use skills such as finding patterns, checking 
generalizations, making models, arguing, simplifying, and extending concepts in the application of mathematics to everyday life.  
 
Course Content: Our learning will be broken into two major categories: 
Unit Focus: This category encompasses the material in our themed unit of study at the time. Themes will include: Mathematical 
Ways of Thinking, Election Theory, Graph Theory, Probability, Statistics, Symmetry, and Personal Finance. (Note: This list will 
change and grow based on your needs.) 
Other Assignments: This category includes all other activities not related to the main unit of study. These themes will include: 

Skill-Building: These activities are intended to review and strengthen skills and confidence in Algebra and Geometry. 
Number Sense: These activities are designed to provide you with “real world” mathematical knowledge to be a 
functioning member of society. 
Problem-Solving: These activities will challenge you to think differently, deeply, and/or creatively about a concept, to 
improve your resilience. 
Community and Communication: This category encompasses all activities that ask you to reflect on your learning. It 
also allows you to receive some credit for being an active, engaged participant in class. 

 
Required Material:  Please come to class prepared every day.  You are responsible for bringing the following items to class 
every day: loose-leaf paper or spiral notebook for note-taking and assignments, pencils, and a calculator.  You are also 
responsible for bringing your assignment sheet and all assignments for the current unit every day.  
 
Class Expectations:  At Hood River Valley High School we consistently encourage, support, and teach positive behavior to help 
students and staff feel valued, engaged, and successful. We believe in Eagle P.R.I.D.E. (Perseverance, Respect, Integrity, 
Diversity, Engagement). In our classroom, this looks like (but is not limited to): bringing materials to class each day, greeting 
those around you, asking questions, taking notes in class, completing homework and checking your answers, turning in work that 
has been thoughtfully produced by you, and participating in classroom activities with enthusiasm. 
 
Class Attendance:  It is important to be in class each day.  If possible, family trips should be scheduled for non-school days 
only.  Medical/dental appointments should be scheduled for after school.  It is impossible to recreate the learning 
environment you miss out on when you are absent from math class. When you cannot avoid an absence, it is your 
responsibility to get your make-up work.  Whenever possible, do this before your absence.  We will determine the due date for 
your make-up work.  If you do not make these arrangements, you risk losing the chance to earn credit for missed assignments.  
Unexcused absences are unacceptable and will decrease your potential for success in this class.  The school’s attendance 
policy is in your student handbook.  Read it. 
 
Please come to class on time.  If you are late, you are tardy.  You are expected to be in your desk with your materials out ready 
to work when the tardy bell rings.  Every tardy is a disruption to our classroom learning environment.  Review the tardy policy 
in your student handbook. 
 
 
 
 



Grading: 
Unit Focus Assignments: (Approximately 25% of final grade)  
This includes book assignments and in-class activities pertaining to our lesson focus. Assignments are an integral piece of each 
lesson, and should be completed on a daily basis for maximum learning to occur. Assignments provide the learning experiences 
that allow you to practice the concepts taught in class. 
 
Other Activities/Assignments: (Approximately 25% of final grade) 
This includes assignments and activities for skill-building, number sense, problem-solving, and community. 
 
Quizzes/Tests/Unit Projects: (Approximately 50% of final grade) 
Quizzes and tests must be taken on scheduled dates, unless personal illness or family emergency interferes. If you are absent 
the day of a test due to personal illness or family emergency, please schedule a make-up test date as soon as it becomes 
feasible to do so. We will sometimes end a unit with a project instead of a test. This will still give you an opportunity to show what 
you have learned, and counts as an assessment. 
 
Grading Scale:  When your grade is calculated using the previously stated weights, your percentage will be translated to a letter 
grade based on the following scale: 
   Letter Grade % 
   A  100 – 93 
   A-  92 – 90  
   B+  89 – 87  
   B  86 – 83  

B-  82 - 80  
   C+  79 - 77 
   C  76 – 73  
   C-  72 – 70 
   D+  69 – 67 
   D  66 – 63 
   D-  62 – 60 
   F  Below 60 
 
Teaching is a fun, dynamic, interesting career because of YOU. I am really looking forward to teaching you this year!  Please let 
me know if you have any questions regarding the course or the syllabus. I am here to help! 
 
Ms. Tonn 
 
 


